Art Moves 2011

International Festival of Art on Billboards

Art Moves is the only festival of art on billboard in the world. This year’s edition of the Art Moves Festival,
already a fourth one, is a great feast in honour of art, both the feast for the artists, as well as for the public,
who has the opportunity to admire the works of the most eminent artists from the whole world and to
experience these works in the urban space.The festival’'s programme features both the works of renowned
artists and of young authors, who sent their works in for the billboard art competition. In this edition of the
festival, we will exhibit the works of 19 artists from 11 countries.

The main exhibition:

Ken Lum (Canada),

Marcos Ramirez ERRE (Mexico),
Galeria Rusz (Poland),

Daniele Buetti (Switzerland),

Bob and Roberta Smith (UK),
Andrew Willet (UK),

Jerzy Kosatka (Poland)

Adam Niklewicz (USA

The competition exhibition

Jean-Philippe Paumier / The Netherlands

Ivaylo Gueorgiev & Eric Pitra / USA

Vassilina Pljonkina / Estonia

Mark Adams / Great Britain

Céline Wouters / The Netherlands

Aimee-Rose Stephenson / New Zealand / United Arab Emirates
Monica Fraile Morisson / France

Sarah Clifford-Rashotte / Canada



Ivo de Jeu / The Netherlands

Patryk Les / Poland

The works presented in the urban space during the festival are divided into two categories — the main
exhibition and the competition exhibition. For the competition exhibition, the most interesting pieces by
young artists from all over the world are selected. These works constitute a creative artistic statement
centred around the festival’s competition slogan. We prepare the topics for our annual competition in such
a way, as to make them reflect the processes and social phenomena that shape the contemporary, global
world. These topics are rooted in our deep sociological, psychological and philosophical considerations and
they testify to our concern with the shape of the reality surrounding us.

The Art Moves Festival Special Award for outstanding artists: Marcos Ramirez ERRE and Ken Lum

During this edition of the festival, outstanding artists are to be given the Art Moves Special Award for the
second time.

The award is conferred upon artists consequent in their attitudes and artistic activity, who remain open to
the surrounding reality, a rare quality in today’s world. Such a quality is manifested through the creation of
outstanding works of art that are not only moving, but also encourage new interpretations, allowing us to
take a fresh look at our own selves and at the world we live in. The award is a tribute paid by artists — the
organizers of the festival — to the awarded artist. It is to express the fascination and joy that comes from
experiencing the work of this artist. It also serves as a guide for the viewers, encouraging them to take a
closer look at the works of a given creator. This year, the winners are: Marcos Ramirez ERRE and Ken
Lum.

Marcos Ramirez ERRE lives and works in Tijuana, Mexico and San Diego, USA. He creates installations,
sculptures, paintings, videos and drawings. He is also the author of large-scale public art installations,
permeated with political and social consciousness. For many years now, he has been a mediator in the
dialogue between the cultures of the borderland. He has participated in major exhibitions such as the VI
and VII Havana Biennale, Whitney Biennale, the Sao Paulo Biennale, the California Biennale and the
Moscow Biennale. Since the artist is to receive the Art Moves Special Award, he has prepared four works in
Polish, which will be presented in the New Town Market.
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Nothing will work unless you do

Ken Lum is an outstanding Canadian artist, who lives and works in Vancouver. He is a multidisciplinary
artist — a painter, sculptor and photographer. His art is conceptually oriented and it deals primarily with the
issue of identity. Lum has received numerous prestigious scholarships and awards, he represented Canada
at the Sydney Biennale, the Sao Paulo Biennale, the Shanghai Biennale, and the Documenta XI exhibition.
Lum has also worked on many public art projects. Since the artist is to receive the Art Moves Special
Award, he has prepared four works in Polish, which will be presented in the New Town Market.



0, Boze, przepraszam
Tak bardzo mi przykro
Tak strasznie, strasznie
mi przykro

Nie chciatam

0, Boze, przepraszam
Nie chciatam

Tak strasznie mi przykro

O, God, I'm sorry
I'm so sorry

I'm so very sorry
I didn't mean it
O, God, I'm sorry
I didn't mean it
I'm so sorry

Apart from the works of the Art Moves Special Award winners, the exhibition will include the works of the following artists: Bob and
Roberta Smith, Daniele Buetti, Jerzy Kosatka, Andrew Willett, Adam Niklewicz, Galeria Rusz.

Jerzy Kosatka uses a variety of techniques and media, he creates objects and installations, he also
authors projects in public space and performances. During the festival, we will exhibit his work entitled
Wschod czy Zach6d? (The place where the sun rises or the place where the sun sets?) from the Polish
Questions series.
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The place where the sun rises or the place where the sun sets?

Bob and Roberta Smith live and work in London, UK. They create art that carries social and political
messages and seek to demacratise the creation of art. Bob and Roberta Smith believe that art plays a
powerful role in democratic systems, both as a forum for free speech and as a workshop to explore new
futures.Bob and Roberta Smith have exhibited extensively internationally. During the festival, we will
present the artist’'s work entitled The Life of Mind.

Daniele Buetti lives and works in Zurich, Switzerland. Art is for him a means of communication and a way
of evoking emotions in people. The artist is above all interested in the influence of pop-cultural images and
messages on our minds. He explores the ways in which mass media shape our identity, our ideas of beauty
and our perception of reality. During the festival, we will present two works from the Dreams result in more
dreams series and two works from the Good fellows series.



Adam Niklewicz was born in Poland, but for 30 years now he’s been living and working in the USA. He
creates sculptures, videos, installations, as well as conceptual photographs. During the festival, his large-
scale work entitled “Tiesa” will be presented.




Galeria Rusz, who host the festival, will present, among others, their mega billboard entitled Zytem from
the Lec Project series. The work is inspired by the legacy of an outstanding Polish poet and aphorist,
Stanistaw Jerzy Lec.

Andrew Willett is interested using the devices, technology and information delivery systems of mass
communication to hopefully initiate a re-examination of our acquired viewing responses. During the festival
we will exhibit 3 works of the artist: 2 works on billboard and one presented on the LED display.

Art Moves Festival attracts interest from artists around the world

747 artists from 55 countries entered the Billboard Art Contest, which is the part of the International Festival
of Art on Billboards, this year. We received 1328 art works from Australia, Argentina, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, South Korea, India, Indonesia, Philippines, Singapore, Spain and many others.

The substantial interest in the festival among the artists from all over the world points to the enormous
potential of the idea behind the festival and of art presented in the public space.

This year, the theme of the Art on Billboards Competition was ,Reality or fiction? Let’s pretend it's not
there”. This slogan can serve as a kind of metaphor of the processes taking place in the contemporary
world. It raises the question of whether what we encounter in our daily life is real or fictional and whether it
is possible to distinguish one from the other. Simultaneously, the slogan also invites the question of what
we, as individuals and as a community, are trying to hide. Are there any specific phenomena, processes or
events that we tend to intentionally ignore and pretend “they’re not there”?

These questions are not only concerned with the negative social processes such as the breakdown of
interpersonal relationships, but also with the way media shape people’s outlook on reality by preferring to
inform primarily about negative events and treating positive phenomena as not exciting enough for the
contemporary viewer.

Does the Internet, this state of the art medium of communication, helps us reach the truth or rather drags
us into the world of fiction? Do new, technologically advanced means of communication help or hinder our
contact with reality? There could be many other interpretations of the competition slogan and there are also
many different answers to the questions posed by it. We think that the question of what is real and what is

fictional is a very meaningful one. If we stop asking ourselves what is and what is not real, what we notice
and what we overlook, how will we be able to say who we are and what world we really live in?

The international jury panel, including:

Marcos Ramirez ERRE /artist / Tijuana, Mexico; San Diego, USA /
Ken Lum / artist / Vancouver, Canada /

Cesar Garcia / curator LAXART / Los Angeles, USA /

Rafat Goralski / artist, Art Moves Festival director / Torun, Poland /

selected 10 most interesting projects which will be displayed on billboards in the competition exhibition of



Art Moves Festival 2011. The jury decided to confer the main award of 10000 PLN (about 2.540 EUR,
3.770 USD) to Jean-Philippe Paumier from The Netherlands.
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The opening

The official opening ceremony of the festival will take place on September 16, at 7 p.m. in the Artus Court.
The event will be accompanied by the concert of the Igor Boxx (Ninja Tune) A/V set, visuals: VJ Spectribe.
From September 16 till October 16, 33 works will be exhibited on specially prepared billboards on Rapacki
Square, as well as on special constructions on the New Town Market, mega-billboards placed on buildings
and LED displays. From the first days of September, the work of Adam Niklewicz exhibited on the block of
flats on Przy Kaszowniku street can be viewed.



On September 16, the day of the opening ceremony, we plan a tour around the whole exhibition with the
artists invited at 11.30 and at 1.00 p.m. we will hold a meeting entitled “Reality or fiction? Let’s pretend it's
not there” with Marcos Ramirez ERRE, Ken Lum, Andrew Willet, Justyna Ryczek and Galeria Rusz.

The festival has been co-funded by the Minister of Culture and National Heritage, the Local Authorities of
Kujawsko-Pomorskie Region and Torun Municipality.

Art Moves Festival was held under the honorary patronage of the Ministry of Culture and National
Heritage, Piotr Catbecki, Marshal of the Kujawsko-Pomorskie Region and Michat Zaleski, President of

Torun.

Media sponsorship: AMS SA, Polskie Radio, TVP Kultura, Arteon, O.pl, artinfo.pl, cowtoruniu.pl, TVK
Torun, STGU, Independent.

Kontakt: artmoves@o2.pl

Artists’ bios
Bob and Roberta Smith
born in 1963, London, UK/ He lives and works in London, UK.

Bob and Roberta Smith makes art that carries social and political messages and seek to democratise the
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creation of art. Bob and Roberta Smith believes that art plays a powerful role in democratic systems, both
as a forum for free speech and as a workshop to explore new futures. Smith has been focusing on issues
surrounding mental health and feminism in his work. One of the most important exhibitions that Bob and
Roberta Smith has been involved in is The Life of the Mind, held at The New Art Gallery Walsall from
January to March 2011. Besides, Bob and Roberta Smith has exhibited extensively internationally and
recent shows include, This is How we are Going to Change the World. | Should be in Charge, Hales
Gallery, London, 2010, | Was Up All Night Making This, Cezare Manzo Gallery, Rome, 2009. Bob and
Roberta Smith is an Honorary Fellow at the University of the Arts Bournemouth.

The piece is about the British coalition government and their closure of libraries all over the country Bob
and Roberta Smith wonder what will happen to all of the books when libraries close. The image of book
burning brings to mind connotations of Kristallnacht in 1938 and this destruction of creativity is both
fascinating and terrifying to the artist.

When asked about what contemporary people need art for, he replies:

Art is the principle means by which humanity defines itself. Human beings are cultural entities and
everything in the world that has been made by humans has been considered visually. Everything is made.

When asked about his reasons for creating art, the artist answered:

| create art because | am absolutely no good at anything else.

Jerzy Kosatka
Born in 1955 in Bedzin, lives and works in Wroctaw, Poland

After graduating from the Academy of Fine Art in Wroctaw in 1981, where he specialised in painting,
Kosatka immediately rejected this means of expression, which he considered not a particularly convincing
medium and turned to interdisciplinary work instead. He started to build installations, create objects or use
readymades employing different technologies and means of expression. He makes films and organises
performances, he also creates art in the public sphere, which he considers a very important place for
contemporary art. In terms of inspiration, he calls himself a realist-artist, since the surrounding reality is the
main subject of his art. He interprets and processes this reality and in doing so, he often uses irony, which
is his favourite artistic strategy. Lately, he has been particularly interested in the “site-specific’ method,
since he enjoys working on projects in which the local context of the presentation site is taken into
consideration. One of the most interesting projects of this kind was the “Bioart and other works” exhibition
in the Bomba art club in Krakéw. The most spectacular of his latest projects was creating the “CosalCa-
Club” in the Zero gallery in Berlin. At the opening of the club, female art curators, who had been previously
recruited through a special competition, were pole dancing, while Kosatka presented a few performances,
such as “Conjuring up a goldfish” or “The miracle of turning Coca-Cola into wine”, in which he used the
classic technique taken from the magician’s acts. This technique is his favourite strategy to be employed in
performances. Among the awards he has received, the one he finds most valuable is the Krystiana Robb-
Narbut Foundation award, which was conferred upon him in 2010 in recognition of his independent artistic
activity. Lately, after 30 years, he has returned to painting and his works prepared for the 2009 “Bielska
Jesien” Biennale received four special awards from professional art journals.

What do contemporary people need art for?

Well, do they? I think that contemporary art constitutes a niche in visual arts, which are in turn a niche in art



in general, which is itself a niche in culture, while the need of culture is a niche in the general needs of the
society. How can you claim otherwise if society doesn’t spend even 1 per cent of its budget on culture?

Why do you create art?

Because it's a space for Absolute Freedom for me.

Daniele Buetti,
Born in 1955, Fribourg, Switzerland/ lives and works in Zurich, Switzerland

For Buetti, art is a means of communication and a way of evoking emotions in people. The artist is above
all interested in the influence of pop-cultural images and messages on our minds. He explores the ways in
which mass media shape our identity, our ideas of beauty and our perception of reality. Working with pop-
cultural images and exploring a wide range of techniques, Buetti is more interested in the concepts he
wants to convey than in particular aesthetic medium. Fluegelkreuz (Winged Cross) and the happening
Good Fellows Buetti explored the power of logo and the commercialisation of life. Apart from commenting
on the way logo signs influence the value of goods, the projects shows how significantly different areas of
life (including art, politics or social movements) are subjected to the laws of commerce in our times. In the
Looking for Love and Dreams result in more dreams series, on the other hand, the artist explores the
seductive power of mass media, the way in which they sell us the beautiful, glamorous (and fake) version of
the reality.

Why do you create art?

Among other things, to find answer to the questions which bother me: In what ways does the ever growing
domination of media in society influence consciousness? Which function and role do media play in the
formation of identity? What ultimately constitutes identity, what does it represent? Will identity be eclipsed
or completely replaced by "images" in a world which is characterised by electronic and print media? The
beauties from the ads, brands and labels, stars, images and lifestyles are the symbols and concepts of the
phenomenon that to me is more interesting from the social and cultural point of view, rather than from the
aesthetic point of view. And from here comes the question: Why is the individual so rarely able to form his
or her very own image of the world, to form his or her own, independent opinion, consequently craving
outside help and patterns of orientation? A further question concerns the manner in which beauty icons
today have become religious substitutes. Just like the figurines of saints offered on sale in churches,
newspaper kiosks appear like displays of devotional objects where the portraits of modern saints promise
salvation. "Why is a beautiful creature more deserving of compassion than an ugly one?" - this is one of the
many questions that these icons ask in my works. So it's the question about the importance of beauty in the
moral, ethical discourse. Or, to put it differently, the fusion of absolute beauty and economic success at the
beginning of the 21st century is the late-capitalist answer to the prediction of Dostojewski's "idiot" that
beauty would save the world.

Marcos Ramirez ERRE
born 1961, Tijuana, Baja California, Mexico | lives and works Tijuana, Mexico and San Diego, USA
ERRE does not have any formal training in art. A law graduate, he has always been interested in social and

political issues. A political activist, he started using art forms to express ideas and point to important socio-
political problems. Born in Mexico, yet having spent a large part of his life in the USA, he has both the



insider’s knowledge of the problems of these two countries, as well as the outsider’s fresh perspective on
them. This perspective is present in his works. A significant number of his artworks bring to the public
attention the issue of Mexican-American borderland — the economic periphery, torn by conflicts and
violence. One of his most important works is Toy an horse, a monumental wooden sculpture of a two-
headed horse, created on the basis of the Homer’s description of the Trojan Horse in the lliad, which points
directly to the problem of Mexican-American borderland. Presenting the Trojan Horse as a two-headed
creature is to point out the complex relationship between the two countries, where it is not really clear who
is invading whom. Another work, Stop signs, symbolises the borderland, a confined zone governed by
violent rules — the land of limitations, hate and fear. Eye charts is a series of works presenting poignant
guotes from people such as Buddha or Desmond Tutu in the form of Snellen eye charts, used by
ophthalmologists for eye tests. Just as normal eye charts are used to test visual acuity, ERREs eye charts
are used to test the awareness and sensitivity to the suffering and evil that surrounds us.

When asked about what contemporary people need art for, he replies:

Contemporary society today needs Art for the same reason that it has needed it since the first human being
appeared in this world, because Art is a need and a tool for communication, the supreme expression of the
soul, and the best way to understand ourselves, our needs, our deeds our motivations. This world without
Art would be a very lame desert.

When asked about his reasons for creating art, Marcos Ramirez answered:

Because | care and that is the best way for me to express myself.

Ken Lum
Born in 1956, Vancouver, Canada, lives and works in Vancouver, Canada

Ken Lum is the descendent of the Chinese immigrants in Canada and a son of working-class parents,
raised in East Vancouver. Being no stranger to the hard work and poverty of the working class, he often
tells in his art the stories of the ordinary, hardworking people. His art is informed by empathy and sensitivity
to their fate. Lum is also interested in the search of identity and invites the viewers to take part in this
journey. He seeks to shake them, make them less certain and in that way broaden their horizons and allow
them to gain a greater understanding of themselves. The Portrait-Repeated text series is among the most
famous and critically acclaimed pieces by Lum. The posters present ordinary people captured when they
are on their own. The text by the photo conveys their internal monologue, their emotions and thoughts.
Through these works, the artist shows the aspects of life that are rarely depicted in art and allows us to
hear the voice of people who usually don’t find their way into the public sphere. The works known as The
Shopkeeper Signs explore the theme of the internal struggle “behind the scenes” and the clash between
the public and the private image of self. The works expose the carefully constructed public image and show
the suffering and real human emotions that are buried underneath it. Monument for East Vancouver is an
illuminated installation that presents the image circulating for some time in the East Vancouver — the
poorer, working-class district of the city, and also the place where Lum spent his childhood.

When asked about his reasons for creating art, Ken Lum answered:

| create art because | believed it is the only area of true escape from the systematized and defined world,
and although in recent years, | have developed great doubts about | still believe this.

When asked about what contemporary people need art for, he replies:



Contemporary people have no time for anything except going about what they are doing without
challenging why the way things are. Contemporary people generally know nothing about contemporary art
and many are resentful of artists. Which is why they need contemporary art, because contemporary art is
about mindset. It may not make a person happier to have a wider field of vision. Indeed, it may have the
opposite effect, but contemporary art does make the understanding of self and the experience of life deeper
and more complete.

Galeria Rusz (Joanna Gorska and Rafat Goralski)
both born 1973, live and work Torun, Poland

Galeria Rusz is an art group based in Torun, established by the two artists: Joanna Gérska and Rafal
Géralski. Their main interest is the creation and presentation of art in public space. Since 1999, they’'ve run
their own billboard gallery at Szosa Chetminska 37 in Torun, called ‘Galeria Rusz’, which is the world’s
longest ever existing project displaying art on the same billboard and in the same location. Gorska and
Géralski create billboard posters, paintings, murals, undertake artistic interventions and public art actions.
The artists have so far created over 200 artistic billboards. Their work is concerned both with the private,
individual sphere of life (which might be, in a simplified manner, called a psychological sphere) and with the
external, collective sphere (which might be, in a simplified manner, called a social sphere). This division is
rather symbolic and blurry — it is to underline the fact that through their work they try to describe the
complex situation of the human being, who is both an individual and a member of a larger community, with
all the dependencies stemming from this fact. Their works provide a new frame for certain fragments of
reality, a frame allowing for new interpretations. They encourage the viewer to frame their perception of
certain phenomena in a new way, to play with the frames providing context for the interpretation of a given
phenomenon.

Artists from Galeria Rusz have received numerous awards, they have also been granted artistic
scholarships, such as the prestigious “Mtoda Polska” Ministry of Culture and National Heritage Scholarship
in 2009. In 2007, they were nominated for the “Spojrzenia 2007” Deutsche Bank Foundation Award. They
have participated in various exhibitions in Poland and abroad, including “Take a look at me now” exhibitions
at the Sainsbury Centre for Visual Arts in Norwich as a part of Polska! Year in Great Britain in 2009.

Why do you create art?

Because we want to MOVE ourselves and other people.

What do contemporary people need art for?

Art can provide a deeper understanding of ourselves and of other people. It can be a journey into a deeper
level of reality. Contemporary people badly need such a journey in order to communicate with their own
selves and with the external world.

Adam Niklewicz

Born in 1956, in Poland, lives and works in North Haven, Connecticut, USA

Adam Niklewicz earned his BFA in graphic communications from Washington University in St. Louis in

1989 and his MFA in sculpture from SUNY Purchase (State University of New York) in 2006. His work has
been featured and discussed in ARTnews, the New York Times, Sculpture Magazine, Modern Painters



Magazine and the Nation, among others, and shown at such venues as Real Art Ways, Galerie fur
Landschaftskunst (Hamburg, Germany), the New Britain Museum of American Art, the Stamford Museum,
Grounds for Sculpture, Black & White Gallery, FiveMyles, Slag Gallery and Zacheta (Warsaw, Poland). His
2011 engagements include exhibitions at Galeria Sztuki Wspolczesnej (the Gallery of Contemporary Art) in
Opole, Poland and Black & White Gallery/Project Space in New York City.

Niklewicz’s work thrives on surprise and plays with de-contextualization. The objects of his attention are
guite ordinary. These are tables, chairs, plates and a host of other items that have a role to play in the
network of daily experiences that define the practical world. Niklewicz stands back and assumes a
detached view of the objects attempting to discover new and secret aspects of reality by making obvious
things odd and finding playful qualities along with clear and palpable symbolism. Such contemplative
detachment translates into absurd situations suspended of practicality but with healthy dose of irony and
humor — all communicated through mediums ranging from sculpture, video, installation and conceptual
photography.

What do contemporary people need art for?
Art, like reality, is in constant flux. Ever changing, ever fresh.
Why do you create art?

A way of making sense of this world.

Andy D Willett

Born in 1957, Stoke on Trent, England, lives and works in Rugby, Warwickshire.

He worked as a self employed Sign maker and Designer for around 20 years before studying Fine Art as a
mature student. He is interested using the devices, technology and information delivery systems of mass
communication to hopefully initiate a re-examination of our acquired viewing responses.

As a society and as individuals we are taught to respond in certain ways to visual stimuli both in terms of
content and materials, and in his work he’s asking the viewer to reassess the way they respond to the
materials and the form as much as the message. By using the power of materials, familiarity and humour
he’s attempting to lead the viewer into an elaborate series of associations, which at the heart look at
fundamental human relations, desires and failings.

What do contemporary people need art for?

There are as many different views about Art today as there are Artists.

Why do you create art?

I've been making Art for so long | have forgotten why | started.

I am reminded of the quotation by Albert Camus:

“The more | produce, the less | am certain. On the road along which the artist walks, night falls ever more
densely. Finally, he dies blind”.

He worked as a self employed Sign maker and Designer for around 20 years before studying Fine Art as a
mature student. He is interested using the devices, technology and information delivery systems of mass
communication to hopefully initiate a re-examination of our acquired viewing responses.

As a society and as individuals we are taught to respond in certain ways to visual stimuli both in terms of
content and materials, and in his work he’s asking the viewer to reassess the way they respond to the
materials and the form as much as the message. By using the power of materials, familiarity and humour
he’s attempting to lead the viewer into an elaborate series of associations, which at the heart look at
fundamental human relations, desires and failings.



What do contemporary people need art for?

There are as many different views about Art today as there are Artists.
Why do you create art?

I’'ve been making Art for so long | have forgotten why | started.

| am reminded of the quotation by Albert Camus:

“The more | produce, the less | am certain. On the road along which the artist walks, night falls ever more
densely. Finally, he dies blind”.



